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ASSOCIATED PRESS

2 February 1987
Iragis Irked By Provision of Intelligence to iran, Ambassador 5ays

‘By JOAN MOWER, Asscociated Press Writer

Irag's ambassador to the Unitet States saic Monday his governmwent is upset
that the Reagan administration Gave intelligence informatios to Iram in garly
1986, shortly before Tehran scoret an important military victory.

’ 4 :

"I think that intelligence grovisions are even more gangercus than providing
arms antg military equipment to the governwent,"Iiragqi Ambassador Nizar Hamdoon
s5aid in a telepghone interview with The A3508Cciated Press. ‘

Hamdoon, whose country also has received intelligence help from the United
Gtates, said officials in Baghdad were perturbed that the administration
reportedly hanged over information to Iran in late January and early regruary of
135t year.

A few cays later, on Fedb. 9, 1284, lran launched an offensive, capturing the
o1l port of Taw within days. {ts-cccupatiaﬁ dealt 3 serious blow t6 Iragi morale
and brought the war, now over & %/2 years Gid, to within 15 wmiles of the Kuwaiti
Borger. : '

"Obviously, we were upset about it," Hamdoon said, édding that the
intelligence aid to Iram came weeks before the tnvasicn of Fas peninsula.

A preliminary report on the Iran-Contra case, released 1ast week by the
Senate Select Committee on Intelligence, said intelligence material was prepared
to be given to Iranian arms dealer Manucher Ghorbanifar on Jan. 264, 1986 and in
wig~fesruary. ‘

CIA officials, incluting the new intelligence girectar, Rovert Gates, A

objected to providing the material to Ghorbanifar, whs was an intermegiary in
the sale of 4.5. arms to Tehran. ' ;

"bates testified that he objected to the release of some specific
intelligence relating to Irag but that he was overruled by the NSC National
Security founcil). ... A C€IA official was directec to take the intelligence
sample to Ghorbanifar," the report said. :

The report alsc quotes former CIA Deputy Director John McMahon as objecting 7

ic the wmove because Shorbanifar could not Se trusted aind "because intelligence
could give Iran an advantage in the war."But McMahon testifieg that tformer NSE
aoviser Johnd "“Roindexter insisted, and he (McMahon) abeyed," the report said.

The report does not specify what type of information was shared with
&horbanifar. Asked about any intelligence help received by iran, State
Department spokesman Charles E£. Regman said, "1 just don't have anything I can
WELP you with."The United States 38y5 it is neutral in the war and wants {5 see
the bloody conflict brought to a close without victor of vangquished.

The admiﬁ{stratiﬁﬁ,-hcwever,-has=helﬁeﬁ-bath 51085 in the conflict, 5e1ling

arms to Tehran stnce August 1985 and secretly providing Iraq with information
about Iranian defenses last year. ' _
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In December, two U.S5. officials, speaking on condition they remain anonymous,
confirmed that informatios from U.5. satellite reconnaissance photographs was
turnec aver to irag, whose pilots used them to pinpoint targets in bombing raids
on Iranian il terminals and power plants.

ts'grevent the smaliaf‘cauntry'fram being overrun by Iran's large

International Studies, a'private Lhi.k tank, said Iran uas-had'~
the war for five years. '

Any U 5."“*elligence would be a big boost for Tehran, he sai
"gifficult to swallow" the idea that Lhe'Iraqis 1cst the

time, he 35310, it was gifficult tc s
Faw peninsula in February 1986 because of U,5. intelligence.

m

The Iragis were caught by SuTpris
inflexibie, he said.

and then proved o be militarily
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